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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


For THE PERIOD JuULy 1, 1977, To JUNE 30, 1978 


Boston, July 1, 1978. 


Hon. KEVIN H. WHITE, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir, — In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 


At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1 to August 29, 
inclusive; from September 8 to September 26 and from Oc- 
tober 20 to November 7 for military personnel; from 
September 28 to October 10, inclusive; from November 9 
to 7 Decenber 31, inclusive; and from January 2, 1978 to 
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At the central office from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. from August 
30. to September 6,-inclusive; from October 11 to October 
18, inclusive, Saturdays included as noted. 


At the central office from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., August 22 for 
the Special State Election, September 7 for the City Pre- 
liminary, and October 19 for the City Election. 


At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 9 P.M., except Saturdays when they were from 9 A.M. to 8 
P.M., from August 30 to September 6, inclusive for the City 
Preliminary, and from October 11 to October 18 for the 
City Election. 


At locations in each of the Little City Halls situated 
throughout the city from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. during the year. 


In answer to many requests for special registrations ac- 
cording to statutes, at schools, colleges, and nursing 
homes, extra sessions were conducted to satisfy these 
requests. 


Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions 
of chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons 
qualified to vote but who were unable to appear at a regis- 
tration office because of a physical disability were examined 
in their homes or other places of confinement upon receipt 
of an application for such registration. Persons so 
registered or found on the voting list were furnished with 
an application for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the State Election held on November 2, 1976, the 
number of voters on the list was 271,114. The number of 
voters on the first list published by the Board for 1977 was 
232,156. From that time to the close of registration for the 
City Election, there were added the names of 17,750 
voters. Included in this figure are the names of 5,910 voters 
who were restored to the voting list without registration 
under the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947, as 
amended, and chapter 555 of the Acts of 1973, as amended. 
The number of voters on the day of the City Election held 
November 8, 1977, was 249,906, a decrease of 21,208 below 
the number of voters on the list preceding the State Elec- 
tion. The number of voters on the final list was 245,537. 
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NOMINATION PAPERS, INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND 
RECOUNT PETITIONS 


A total of 73 persons declared their intentions for 
nomination to City Offices — 53 for City Councillor, and 
20 for School Committeeman; 24 of these did not file nom- 
ination papers; the remaining 49 candidates submitted 
2,579 papers on which 85,332 names were checked as cer- 
tified signatures; 30 candidates were certified for the office 
of City Councillor; and 13 candidates were certified for the 
office of School Committeeman; 79 nomination papers for 
the Special State Primaries in the Second Suffolk Repre- 
sentative District on which 1,895 names were certified; 8 
initiative petitions consisting of 1,905 papers on which 
33,371 names were certified; 3 petitions for recount of 
ballots cast in the City Election, consisting of 165 papers, 
on which 2,052 names were certified; making a grand total 
of 4,728 papers filed on which the names of 122,650 voters 
were certified. 


SouTH END PRoJECT AREA COMMITTEE (SEPAC) ELECTION 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by a 
resolution passed by the Boston City Council on May 5, 
1969, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, Mayor of 
Boston, on May 8, 1969, to conduct an election of 9 
Delegates at Large and 30 District Delegates (2 from each 
district) to serve on the South End Project Area Com- 
mittee. This committee is to represent 15 districts within an 
area delineated by the Boston Redevelopment Authority. 
Previous elections were held in 1969, 1971, 1973, and 1975. 


The Board of Election Commissioners dividec the area 
into 15 districts in compliance with the resolution passed 
by the Boston City Council. 


In accordance with the resolution the current voting list 
of the said area was recompiled into the 15 respective 
districts and used as the voting list. In addition a person 
was allowed to register to vote at each polling place so he 
or she would be eligible to vote. 


A total of 26 candidates declared their intentions for 
nomination to office; 8 candidates filed for Delegates at 
Large and 18 candidates filed for District Delegates. The 
26 candidates submitted 62 nomination papers on which 
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1,020 names were certified; § candidates were certified for 
Delegate at Large, and 18 candidates were certified for 
District Delegate. The date of August 16, 1977, was 
selected by the Board of Election Commissioners to hold 
the election. Also, the Board of Election Commissioners 
designated polling places for the 15 districts. 


At this election 792 persons cast their votes. 


ROSLINDALE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER ELECTION 


On October 17, 1977, an election was held to elect of- 
ficers for the Roslindale Community Health Center. 


Four officers were elected from the Roslindale area. One 
officer was elected from the West Roxbury area. Two offi- 
cers were elected from the Hyde Park area, and two Health 
Provisional Directors were also elected. The polls opened 
at 9 a.m. and closed at 8 p.m. 1,681 ballots were cast in this 
election. 


FENWAY PROJECT AREA COMMITTEE (FENPAC) ELECTiIuN 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by a 
resolution passed by the Boston City Council on October 
30, 1972, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, Mayor 
of Boston, on October 30, 1972, to conduct an election of 
3 Delegates at Large and 6 District Delegates (one from 
each district) to serve on the Fenway Project Area Com- 
mittee. This committee is to represent 6 districts within an 
area delineated by the Boston Redevelopment Authority. 


The Board of FENPAC divided the area into 4 districts 
in compliance with the United States District Court Civil 
Action No. 74-4897G, dated August 26, 1975. 


In accordance with the resolution the current voting list 
of the said area was compiled into 4 respective districts and 
used as the voting list. 


A total of 15 candidates declared their intentions for 
nomination to office, 3 candidates filed for Delegate at 
Large, and 12 candidates filed for District Delegate. The 
15 candidates submitted 41 nomination papers, on which 
510 names were certified; 3 candidates were certified for 
Delegate at Large, and 12 candidates were certified for 
District Delegate. 
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The date of March 28, 1978, was selected by the Board 
of Election Commissioners to hold the election. Also, the 
Board of Election Commissioners designated a polling 
place in each of the 4 districts. 


At this election 339 persons cast their votes. 


The Delegates from District 4 were nominated and 
elected by a write-in vote. 


In District 4 only one (1) District Delegate was elected 
leaving two (2) vacancies to be appointed by the FENPAC 
Board in accordance with their rules and regulations. 


RECOUNTS 


A recount of votes cast in the City Election, for the of- 
fice of City Councillor, in Wards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 16, 17, 18, 
19, and 20; for the office of School Committeeman in 
Wards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 13, and 15 to 22, inclusive; was held on 
November 28, 29, 30 and December i, 2, 5, and 6. 


REVISION OF VOTING LIST 


The names of 4,370 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 


JURORS 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1977 contained the 
names of 9,544 residents of Boston. During the time covered 
by this report 6,188 names were drawn for jury service. 


ABSENTEE VOTING 


Absentee voting applied to the Special State Election, 
the City Preliminary and the City Election in accordance 
with chapter 632 of the Acts of 1968; chapter 920 of the 
Acts of 1971, and chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966, regu- 
lating the method of processing and counting of absentee 
ballots, made it mandatory that after processing and exam- 
ination of the affidavits in the central office is completed, 
the absentee ballots must be sent to the precinct polling 
places to be cast and counted. Then the said count of 
absentee ballots cast was to be added to the count of the 
votes cast by use of the voting machines in order that the 
precinct total could be recorded and reported at the 
precinct level. 
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Chapter 267 of the Acts of 1975 allowed that absentee 
ballots received on election day shall be processed and ex- 
amined in the central office and may be counted at the of- 
fice at the hour of closing the polls. After the canvass and 
the count has been completed, each precinct tally sheet, of- 
ficial returns book, and check list shall be amended when 
delivered to the central office. 


Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulating 
absentee voting, made it possible for a registered voter who 
would be absent from the city on election day and who had 
no mailing address to which a ballot could be mailed and 
seasonably returned in time to be sent to the polling place 
before the closing of the polls on election day, to receive a 
ballot in hand and vote by such ballot in the central office 
before he departed from the city. 


Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 
for the Special State Election, the City Preliminary, and 
the City Election in 1977. 

Special City 


State Pre- City 
Election liminary Election Total 


Applications Received 


Civilian. . ied ai dis 52 283 430 765 
Physically disabled iy Sea 2 Bee 30 520 1,683 2,233 
Federal service personnel. . . 0 2 10 12 
Motaliye 5. pe Sesh gee 82 805 2,123 3,010 
Applications Rejected 
Civilian. . 0 7 90 97 
Physically disabled AAP a he 0 22 159 181 
Federal service personnel. . . 0 0 0 0 
Total . ; 0 29 249 278 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Civilian. . a I 52 276 340 668 
Physically disabled Soe See 30 498 1,524 2,052 
Federal service personnel. . . 0 2 10 12 
Totalis 2 ey st A ere Te 82 776 1,874 2,732 
Ballots Returned 
Civilian. . Se Me ala 40 163 261 464 
Physically disabled Seat Once 21 342 1,062 1,425 
Federal service personnel. . . 0 0 3 3 
Ota ese eee eee id 61 505 1,326 1,892 
Ballots rejected by examiner 
Allclasses .. tele a 0 23 82 105 
Ballots sent to polling places 
Allclasses .. Se ie 61 482 1,244 1,787 
Ballots returned unelaithed: aes 3 5 11 19 


Ballots returnedtoolate . .. . 3 87 105 195 
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Of the 1,892 absent voter envelopes returned and ex- 
amined, 105 were rejected for various reasons by the ex- 
aminers. None of the ballots so rejected were opened to 
reveal the contents therein. The remaining 1,787 ballot 
envelopes were subsequently delivered to the proper poll- 
ing places prior to 9 P.M., to be cast on the day of the elec- 
tion as required by law. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Commissioner and Secretary of the Board, Joseph D. 
Murphy retired on September 30, 1977. Mary L. Gens was 
appointed on October 7, 1977, for the term ending April 1, 
1978. Commissioner William A. McDermott, Jr. was 
elected Secretary to succeed Joseph D. Murphy, retired. 
Commissioner John M. Robinson continued as Chairman 
of the Board. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
July 1, 1977, to June 30, 1978, amounted to $1,172,950. 
JOHN M. ROBINSON, 
WILLIAM A. McDERMOTT, JR., 
JOSEPH W. FITZGERALD, 
Mary L. GENS, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1975 


Ward bce es ale See hia atakeyel os efeotele ee tote cane earner e 38,313 
Ward Qhesicaacgt cay. kere. cayy. ee eke Fo toe ete ee 16,877 
Wardtarern ess ae... LAR Ae. os OE... EAC oo ee ee 24,533 
Ward 4b 25.8. Mae odne Saale, 6 See ee. | EE ee. © ee eee 28,395 
Ward! Sit eee. os Ree ae Rae ee eke oboe «cc iehehe oo eee eNO 40,953 
Ward? Go2(c 0): Penn Sen Fket De ins ace eee toe arlene ao Sie Senne oe 19,961 
WaT Te aiatiscesests telictorery sheera nave eee wie ee Bea Svol Sie cligtione GUS earch ronan ae eR eee 24,455 
Warns (Bic erie gon ahh Ne cick Sha elidel a acaiget Suctal ouauiee ses ersten epee arene Cn Renee eens 12,196 
Ward Qe eo ae he wires aes 130s Ge A ee ico ae 13,070 
Ward lO pee ss ee eae Ns cece bas eect nts ate cleus oles ured inel ets doen a 21,164 
Ward DT ics 5 Sena wutug acsevetietae ataiie Sie yabee [altel s sees a eele anys stare et eae 21,513 
Ward 20 ee eerie ot A ee eA es Mmm AO Yc ne ene eee 19,887 
NET Ue a re eM mi POM Orman: runes) cen Min AER ONIUARROIM OE cae cic. 2 2 c 23,520 
Ward ge ee Si els 2c)! eel ciara olay el ebe ave ler gone Neeensas a ae Rane 41,579 
Wardl Se ie Sheer Ue Spee GIO eel ora lec sansa ats niente oe ee 20,993 
Wear 1G icc eh ciyaretevelal elect lerttct eo aiey areca ocel cekakes soraiey ecetencke yea egaene 28,786 
Wardle cc ee roe ol aeaietee wale te tcia yaa ac els iets eves let say obs repere ee ea 30,828 
Ward lS ye us esiesecs bis sw W entse blecr eles oie cue sist nre ier antes sual) crecelenec one eee eee 63,726 
DEV Co Kal LAME sie ee ener Mine UROL A eran SA MBC E a bi OLS O66 ¢ 28,291 
MC \ (cP | ph ae oa Sone ME PEE MORIN UNTNTIN Bin BIC S'S o 0.0.6 45,758 
Wear 20. iaih sis deskitinceye sited ht pala a he Marist lareltaieas (eh oor aay al yee tage 43,233 
Wa4rdi22 ei ictiss ohcscess sass cance coe tur o aed chenslenee/er ay ober onor atest ot eames 29,955 
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ELECTION DEPARTMENT 93 


VOTES CAST ON QUESTION IN REGARDS TO 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATION IN THE CITY COUNCIL 


Question 1 


‘“‘A Binding Referendum Changing the Structure of the City Council to 
Provide for District Representation. 


Shall the city council be composed of nine members elected from equally 
populous districts and, in addition, one member elected at large for every one 
hundred and twenty thousand residents of the city in excess of one hundred and 
fifty thousand, for a term of two years notwithstanding the present form of 
government relative to terms of office?’’ 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION IN REGARDS TO 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATION IN THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Question 2 


“‘A Binding Referendum Changing the Structure of the School Committee to 
Provide for District Representation. 


Shall the school committee be composed of nine members elected from equally 
populous districts and, in addition, one member elected at large for every one 
hundred and twenty thousand residents of the city in excess of one hundred and 
fifty thousand, for a term of two years notwithstanding the present form of 
government relative to terms of office?”’ 
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